The Facts About
Shakespeare

CHAPTER I

SHAKESPEAKE'S ENGLAND AND LONDON

SHAKESPEARE lived in a period of change. la
religion, politics, literature, and commerce, in the
habits of daily living, in the world of ideas, his life-
time witnessed continual change and movement.
When Elizabeth came to the throne, six years before
he was born, England was still largely Catholic, as it
had been for nine centuries; when she died England
was Protestant, and by the date of Shakespeare's
death it was well on the way to becoming Puritan.
The Protestant Reformation had worked nearly its
full course of revolihion in ideas, habits, and beliefs.
The authority of the church had been replaced by that
of the Bible, of the English Bible, superbly translated
by Shakespeare's contemporaries. Within his life-
time, again, England had attained a national unity
and an international importance heretofore unknown.
The Spanish Armada had been defeated, the kingdoms
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